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FOR THE SECRETARY FROM SENATOR PERCY
USUN FOR AMBASSADOR KIRKPATRICK o S . S S

EsD, 120653 RDS=1 1/21/02 (STREATORa EeJe) OR=M - B
TAGS3  PEPRe XFs SY» US L, :
SUBJECTS .CODEL PERCYS .VISIT TO DAMASCUS’

lo CONFIDENTIAL = ENTIRE TEXT, | | s
2, BECAUSE OF THE PERSUASIVE ENCOURAGEMENT OF YOUR STATE ~ | e
CEPARTMENT CULLEAGUESs 1 DECIDED TO VISIT SYRIA AND SPENT | o,

JANUAKY 19 IN DAMASCUSe 1 AM PLEASED THAT I DiD. I _ -
HAD A THREE=HOUKR MEETING WITH FUREIGN MINISTER KHADDAM ' o o
AND A TwOwHOUR SESSION WITH PRESIDENT ASSAD, 1 ®wAS ' ' R
CORDIALLY RECEIVEDoe THE .CUNVERSATIONS wERE WORTHWHILE - :
AND CONFIRM MY BELIEF THAT ®%E SHOULD TAKE ADVANTAGE OF
EVERY OMPORTUNITY TO CARRY ON A HIGH=LEVEL DIALOGUE ®ITH
THE SYRIANS wHO MUST BE PERSUADED TO TAKE AN ACTIVE

j1:ﬁm1urﬁ+hﬂr—.
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ROLE IN THE PEACE PROCESS IF ¥E ARE TO ACHIEVE A
COMPREHENSIVE MIDEAST SETTLEMENT THAT MEETS THE REQU!RE~

MENTS OF ALL PARTIES, ”ﬁ

|

j
3. 1 wAS NOT LUOKING FORWARD TO THE KHADDAM MEETING :
SINCE UUR LAST ENCOUNTER WAS UNPLEASANTLY POLEMICAL. - S
HOWEVERs HE SEEMS TQO HAVE MELLOWEDs IN MANNER AT LEASTy . ' el
OR WAS INSTRUCTED BY ASSAD TO "COOL IT", ALTHOUGH HE BN
OUTLINED SYRIA’S FAMILIARLY HARO=(INE PUSITIONS (CONFIRMING .
HOW FAR APARY WE ARE)s WE HAD A LIVELY EXCHANGE OF VIEwS .
AND HE wAS LISTENING AS WELL AS TALKING. ; ' J
4, ASSAD AS USUAL WAS THOUGHTFUL AND CAREFUL IN HIS : - %
EXPOSLITION UF SYRIA’S POLICYs BUT THERE WERE NO oy
SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCES WITH KHADDAM IN THE THRUST OF - : o
HIS REMAKRKSe ' IN BRIEFs AS YOU KNUWs SYRIA SEES THE iﬂj
ROAD TO MIDDLE EAST PEACE FROM A DIAMETRICALLY OPPOSITE : ;
_powa|0F VIEW FROM THAT OF THE USGe

5¢ IN ANY EVENTs BOTH MEN SEEMED TO WISH TO CARRY ON
A DIALOGUE WITH THE UNITED STATESe I MAY ALSO HAVE , 3 .
MADE SUME PRUGRESS ON ENCOURAGING A CONSTRUCTIVE ‘ <
SYRIAN ROLE ON CERTAIN ASPECTS OF A SOLUTION FOR THE :

IRAG=IRAN wAR, THAT AND OTHER DETAILS QF MY CONVERSA= - , S e
TIONS ARE BEING SEPARATELY REPORTEDe WE MUST TAKE INTOQ - i
ACCOUNTe HOWEVERy THAT I DG NOT REALLY BELIEVE THEY ~

PERCEIVE IT TU BE IN THEIR OwN BEST INTERESTS THAT THE - .
«AR ENDSs ANU MAY UNLY MOVE IN THIS DIRECTIUN IF THEY ‘ i
1BELIEVEs AS 1 SAIDy THEY WOULO GET GREAT CREDIT IN; THE.
ARAB WORLDL FOR PLAYING A MAJOR ROLE.

6. 1 HAD FEARED THAT KHADDAM AND ASSAD wOULD TRY TO

DRAW ME INTU A DETAILED DEHBATE ON THE GOLAN ISSUE IN SRR : .
THE SECURITY COUNCILe ALTHOUGH THEY DIO NOTs THEY . C , o
DID MAKE IT ABUNDANTLY CLEAR TO ME HOW IMPORTANT THIS ° o - o
ISSUE 1S TQ SYR1A AND THE ENTIRE #%ORLD AND THREIR - -
DEEP DISAPPOINTMENT ®ITH WHAT THEY CONSIDER THE INCONw= T
"SISTENCY OF THME UeSe POSITION IN THE SECURITY COUNCIL

NOW AS CONTRASTED TO QUR FULL SUPPORT FOR RESOLUTION 497

IN DECEMBER AND ALSQ SUPPORT OF SANC!IONS AGAINST

POLAND o :
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